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The Alternative Calendar was won for students in the student occupations of 1974 as part of the campaign to allow MUSC to
gain a larger part of the student activities fee, in order to hire a full time chairperson and a researcher. The last occupation
which took place on this campus in 1992 was a culmination of events based around the lack of student,staff and community
involvement in the decision making processes of the University, the lack of disclosure on the part of the University
administration of matters of public interest, and the increasing corporatisation of the university. This has been building for some
time, and came to a head when the Vice Chancellor gave herself a substantial pay rise, strangely approximating the amount
she had cut from course funding. Students and staff occupied the Council meeting room and the Vice Chancellor’s office in an
action which lasted over 4 days.

Macquarie University is constituted by act of parliament. As such it is a public institution. The function of the University,
established by the Macquarie University Act 1989, includes “the dissemination of knowledge and the promotion of scholarship
generally” (s.5.c) Students submitted that the Act, and this section in particular, determine that Macquarie University should
operate in the interests of the wider society. Those functions do not include the pursuit of a corporatist ethos. Nor do they
outline a central role for management prerogative. Students submitted that all decisions within the University should be open
to scrutiny by members of the University and the broader public. Given that the Vice Chancellor and other members of senior
management are public officials, such scrutiny should extend to details of senior remuneration packages. This was not done at
the time. In a recent voluntary disclosure by Vice Chancellors, Di Yerbury disclosed that she is the second highest paid Vice
Chancellor in the country on $730, 000. This disclosure did not include her provided house or chauffeur driven Statesman.
There are still no provisions for accurate disclosure.

Scrutiny can have meaning only when students and staff have the oppurtunity for input prior to a decision being made and
when decision making bodies accept some level of accountability. Students and staff do not ask for the power of veto, but
rather for meaningful input, some assurance that the decisions of these bodies reflect the interests of the University
community and the wider society. The mere publishing of a decision while the issue is being debated among students and
staff merely preempts the views of the university community instead of harnessing them in the best interests of the University
in an inclusive way.

The provision of a single student representative for 15,000 students is legislated by act of parliament. But the composition of
the committees formed by that Council, and the academic senate, is not, and as such the Academic Senate and few
committees have student representation. Even when they are allowed a place, students have little input and, like the staff of
this uni, are hopelessly outnumbered on committees. As such MUSC submitted that the Unviersity needed a greater input from
students and staff, otherwise the Administration ran the risk of appearing to be self-serving.

Factors leading to the occupation of the Vice Chancellors office 1992.
•  an increase in parking fees of 79%
•  the introduction of Masters in Commercial Law
•  the lack of student representation in University decision making
•  an increase in salaries for some executives of the same 79%
•  an increase in the salary of the Vice Chancellor of $250, 000 to over $700,000pa at a time when around $1,000,000 was cut
from course funding.
•  annual allocation of funds to the library had fallen 25% per “EFTSU” (formerly known as student) in five years.

Demands of students as per submissions to University Council and the special working party:
•  that all documents pertaining to the decision of the salary increases for the Vice Chancellor and senior officers be immedi-
ately released and that the decision be reconsidered at an open meeting of University Council at which all in attendance be
given speaking rights.
•  that an ad hoc committee of University Council comprising of representatives of students, staff, and University management,
with students and staff comprising no less than one third of total membership, be established to investigate a proportional
increase in student and staff representation in decision-making within the University.

the University!!!

It’s Yours!
Occupy
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University response to occupation:
•  threat to rescind pay increase to staff after their support of student protest.
•  Di Yerbury spends further $10.3 million of education funds on building herself a new office.
•  further privitisation of security.

Issues still to be resolved include:
•  cuts to courses
•  cuts to academic staff
•  cuts to audio-visual staff (people who put on your movies and tape your lectures)
•  lack of library resources, massive cuts to library staff and funding levels.
•  ridiculous parking fees for spaces we dont have, carparks oversubscribed while spaces given to multinationals are mostly
empty.
•  massive salary hikes for senior executives while academics languish on static wages.
•  lack of affordable housing
•  privatisation of security
•  Australian Vice Chancellors Committee still engages in sycophantic aping of corporate interests and conservative strategies
to exclude the poor from higher education rather than transmitting the concerns of university communities to government
(which is their supposed role, and the role they claim). Di Yerbury and AVCC consistently ignore students concerns, especially
those regarding income support for students.

Vice-Chancellor’s Remuneration
The rise in the Vice Chancellor’s renumeration in 1992 was triggered by a Renumeration Tribunal recommendation that the
heads of Australia’s 36 higher education institutions receive a 25% pay increase, backdated 12 months. Later it was revised
down by the government to 19%. This was at a time when Australia was in recession and workers were having wages frozen
or cut, or being laid off. Macquarie Uni executives took this as the cue for a 79% salary free-for-all, then threatened to freeze
the wages of academics who cried foul. There have not been significant wage improvements for workers in the last decade,
especially of the scale of renumeration improvements for Di Yerbury. In the last decade cuts to courses have ravaged the
campus. Not only is Di Yerbury paid a salary of $730,000, but this does not include a fully maintained V8 Statesman with
chauffer, mobile phone, fully maintained home in Killara, including a gas heated swimming pool. (all we get is a filthy lake
which is really for the twisted aesthetic pleasures of Gradute School of Management patrons.)

Privatisation of Security
You can tell a lot about an institution by who defends it. Before privitisation began, university security were public servants as
they worked for a government funded institution. With the full privitisation of security, security staff are often part time or
casual guards with no knowledge of the campus., as each guard only works here for a short time, days or weeks. Furthermore,
private security guards are trained to guard private property, which this campus is not. Their employment demonstrates that
Admin regards the university as the private property of the administration, and the security guards as their hired thugs. Women
and disabled people are especially at risk under these conditions, not to mention the general student populace including those
students the guards have been told to “look out for”. Their attitude and assumed powers to harass students have no place in an
institution of higher learning.

Gains to students from occupying a Vice Chancellor’s office:
•  University tends to back down, they fear exposure like a vampire fears the sun.
•  Issues referred to committee - get the results.
•  Massive media publicity for public education and the issues on campus.
•  Public education was in crisis. It now nearly no longer exists, and everyone knows it. You have the support of the majority of
thinking Australians.
•  All students involved received their degrees. Dont be intimidated!

The University is afraid of you. Admin knows that their power derives
from the silence of the majority, and the majority at university are the
Students. Their corporate rorts are at risk. Students have a university to

win, and nothing to lose but their poverty.
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Department of Philosophy HECS band 1

PHIL 131 MIND, MEANING &
METAPHYSICS
Semester: 1
Academic: Dr John Sutton, Dr Robyn Ferrel
Responses: 46
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PHIL 132 PHILOSOPHY,
Semester: 2
Academic: Dr Caroline West, Dr Nick Smith
Responses: 82
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PHIL 137 CRITICAL THINKING
Semester: 1
Academic: Dr Menzies
Responses: 1
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PHIL 232 PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE
Semester: next year
Academic: Dr John Sutton
Responses: 35
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PHIL 238 PHENOMENOLOGY AND
EXISTENTIALISM
Semester: 1
Academic: Dr Simon Lumsden
Responses: 2
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PHIL 242 PRACTICAL ETHICS
Semester: 1
Academic: Dr Caroline West, Dr Catriona
Mackenzie
Responses: 1
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PHIL 250 / ARTS 200 THEORIES OF
AESTHETICS.
Responses: 1
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PHIL 352 PHILOSOPHICAL PROBLEMS
OF GENDER
Semester: 1
Academic: Dr Robyn Ferrel, Dr Caroline West
Responses: 2
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PHIL 356 POWER, DESIRE AND
SUBJECTIVITY
Semester: 2
Responses: 1
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PHIL 357 THEORIES OF JUSTICE
Semester: next year
Academic: Dr Caroline West
Responses: 35
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PHIL 358 METAPHYSICS
Semester: 2
Academic: Kojo Tanaka, Peter Menzies
Responses: 1
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PHIL 359 KANT
Semester: next year
Academic in Charge: Dr Nick Smith
Responses: 2
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PHIL 363 PHILOSOPHY & COGNITIVE
SCIENCE
Semester: 2
Academic: Dr John Sutton
Responses: 1
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PHIL 382 AGENCY AND THE SELF
Semester: 1
Academic: Dr Mackenzie
Responses: 1
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SOC 100 / ARTS 100 CONTEMPORARY
ARTS IN AUSTRALIA
Semester: 1
Academic: Dr John Lechte
Responses: 2
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SOC 181 AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY
Semester: 1
Academic: Dr Michael Fine
Responses: 132
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�����OC 284 SOCIAL POLICY
Semester: 1
Academic: Prof Anna Yeatman
Responses: 1
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SOC 287 METHODS OF SOCIAL
RESEARCH
Semester: 2
Academic: Dr Michael Fine
Responses: 1
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SOC 288 KNOWLEDGE, POWER AND
DIFFERENCE
Semester: next year
Academic: Dr Johnson
Responses: 1
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SOC 379 SOCIOLOGY OF THE PUBLIC
SPHERE
Semester: 1
Academic: Dr Pauline Johnson
Responses: 2
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CUL100 TEXT IMAGE CULTURE
Semester: 2
Academic: A/P Nick Mansfield
Responses: 3
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CUL101 INTRODUCTION TO VISUAL
CULTURE
Semester: 1
Academic: A/P Anne Cranny-Francis, Joseph
Puguese
Responses: 6/300+
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CUL200 THEORIES OF SUBJECTIVITY
Semester: 2
Academic: A/P Nick Mansfield
Responses: 2
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Department of Critical and Cultural
Studies HECS band 1
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CUL203 PERFORMANCE STUDIES 1
Semester: 1
Academic: David Ritchie, Justin Dutch
Responses: 1
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CUL 204 SEXUALITY/GENDER/CULTURE
1: QUEER THEORY
Semester: 1
Academic: Dr Nikki Sullivan
Responses: 1
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CUL302 WRITING 2: GENRE WRITING
Semester: 1
Academic: Dr Nick Mansfield
Responses: 1
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CUL305 WAYS OF READING U.S.
CULTURE
Semester: 2
Academic: A/P Kirkby
Responses: 1
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ANTH 268 CULTURE, MYTH &
SYMBOLISM
Semester: 1
Academic: Dr Ian Bedford
Responses: 1
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ANTH 372 ETHNICITY
AND NATIONHOOD
Semester: next year
Academic: Dr Bob Norton
Responses: 3
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ANTH 374 GENDER, COLONIALISM &
DEVELOPMENT
Semester: 1
Academic: Dr Vanda Gorecki
Responses: 1
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ANTH 106 DRUGS ACROSS CULTURES
Semester:  2
Academic:
Responses: 1
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ANTH 150
INTRODUCTION TO
ANTHROPOLOGY
Semester: 2
Academic: Dr Jani Klotz, Dr Jennifer Biddle
Responses: 5
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Department of
Anthropology

HECS  band 1
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ANTH 381 MODERN THEORIES IN
ANTHROPOLOGY
Semester: 1
Academic: Dr Ian Bedford
Responses: 1
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ANTH 382 SEXUALITY AND CULTURE
Semester: next year
Academic: Dr Lyddleton
Responses: 1
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ANTH 384 ABORIGINAL CENTRAL
AUSTRALIA
Semester: 1
Academic: Dr Jennifer Biddle
Responses: 2
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WST 210 READING GENDER
IN EVERYDAY LIFE
Semester: 2
Academic: Dr Judy Lattas
Responses: 9
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Institute for
Women’s Studies
HECS  band 1

WST 310 THE POPULAR CULTURE OF
RESISTANCE
Semester: 2
Academic: Dr Judy Lattas
Responses: 2

)
��	�
��
�"������������
����������
�
��������
��������
��

�
��������
��
���
������:��������������
�������
�"�������


�
�	���
���
������������������
������F�	���

����������

���	�����
��������
���
���������������������

��)


��������
�"��������������
���"��������!��
���-��
��

��

/
�!�
���������
����������
������	���� ������������

���	�����%�-����
���(2$���/
��
4�����������������
��


�
�������
�I������
��
���
���������

�������������

���������
���%����8�� ������������
�������
��������������

���

���

���

�����/
��
���
��������
�
��������
������

�
��
4���������A����������
���
������
B�


